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(SUCCESSOR OF rAKISTAI'i .\IEUICAL & UE:"iTAL COUI'iCIL)

0-10/4, MAUVE AREA,
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Tel: (9251) 9106152-54
Fax: (92 51) 9106159

Dated: 1st December, 2021

Dr. Azra Fazal Peehuho
Minister Health & Population Welfare Department,
Government of Sindh,

3'd Floor, New Sindh Secretariat Building No.1,
Kamal Atta Turk Road,
Karachi
Subject:

PASSING PERCENTAGEOF MDCAT FOR ADMISSION IN MBBS AND BDS IN
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEDICAL/DENTAL UNIVERSITIES/COLLEGESOF SINDH

Dear Dr. Pechuho,
Thank you for your letter
NO.Minister(H&PWDl/2021/29
dated
November, 2021 which we received on 16th November, 2021 on the above subject.

3'd

Let me first clarify the facts narrated in your letter.
1. The MDCAT syllabus was exclusively designed and compiled by the
National Academic Board and duly approved by the Medical & Dental
Council. The syllabus was based on a consideration of common topics
appearing in the FSc syllabus of all the provincial and federal boards. For
this purpose the Board consulted with representatives of all the provincial
boards and also the IBCe. The syllabi of the relevant subjects were
obtained from each of the provincial and federal board for this purpose as
well. This was done to ensure no student irrespective of their domicile
would be at a disadvantage including students based in Sindh. A complete
record of the process is retained with the Commission and this has been
on multiple occasions reviewed by different judicial forums and upheld.
Your concerns on this issue are unfortunately misplaced and apparently
based on incorrect information communicated to you by third parties.
While the MDCAT syllabus was based on the common topics contained in
all the various board syllabi, it proceeded on the premise that students in
the schools have been taught the proper and complete syllabus. If a
student had been taught a selective syllabus by a school or a public board,
that unfortunately cannot be the basis of creating a national syllabus for
an entrance exam for admission to the most competitive program being
medicine and dentistry. I am sure you will appreciate that the Board and
the Council while formulating a syllabus for the MDCAT would keep in
perspective the purpose of the entrance exam being selection of students
who have acquired the requisite conceptual knowledge of the relevant
subjects to enable them to undertake the medical and dental programs. It

remains a core objective and I would imagine a common objective of all
concerned to ensure the best and brightest are taken into the medical and
dental programs to ensure safe and quality doctors of the future being
available

to serve the citizens

of Pakistan, which

is not

only

their

fundamental constitutional right but also the right of one and all to be
treated equally in terms of quality health care to which end the quality of
the medical practitioner is fundamental.
2. In 202067,937 students passed the MDCAT nationally and 8287 students
from 5indh passed the MDCAT. There are 2,400 medical seats and 500
dental seats in public colleges in 5indh. There existed no vacancy in any of
the public seats last year and nor do we believe there will be any vacancy
this year. On the other hand there are 1,850 medical seats and 740 dental
seats in the private colleges in 5indh. After admissions to the 2,900 public
seats last year a total of 5387 students remained from 5indh and
thousands
colleges.

more nationally to vie for the total 2590 seats in the private
However,

due to the 5indh

Governments

decision

to limit

admission to private colleges in 5indh to only 5indh domicile students the
eligible candidates was limited to 5387. This was a number still in excess of
the available seats.
As per records received from the colleges and universities post last years
admission a total of 584 seats remained vacant in 5indh colleges. Out of
these 512 were vacant in private dental colleges and 12 in private medical
colleges. Please note that this was even after the Council gave the private
colleges and extended period after close of admissions to fill any vacant
seats from students left on the merit lists. Therefore, at no time was it a
case of not sufficient students being available, rather students electing not
to accept admission, for reasons I will seek to elaborate below.
3. This year a total of 68,723 students have qualified the MDCATout of which
7,811 students are from 5indh. If the 5indh Government elects to again
this year restrict admission to colleges in 5indh for students domiciled in
5indh only, these 7,811 students would hence be vying for a total of 2,900
public college seats and 2,590 private college seats in 5indh. After
completion of admission to the 2,900 public seats it would still leave 4,911
students vying for 2,590 total medical and dental seats in private colleges
in 5indh. That is almost 2 students competing for each seat.
In addition please consider that there are a total of 9,432 public college
seats across Pakistan whereas there are 10,490 seats in private colleges.
Therefore, out of the 68,723 eligible candidates after filling the public
seats first, there will be a total of 59,291 eligible candidate for 10,490
private college seats in Pakistan. Out of the total private college seats in
Pakistan 7,900 are located in provinces and territories outside 5indh.
Therefore, even after filling these 7,900 seats across Pakistan there will be
51,391 eligible students across Pakistan to for admission to 2,590 private
college seats in 5indh. That is almost 20 students competing for each seat.
I hope the above data will assist you in deciding whether this year you
want to limit the available eligible students for the private colleges in

Sindh to 4,911 or a ratio of 2 students to 1 seat as against having 51,391
students eligible for private colleges in Sindh at a ratio of 20 students to 1
seat.
In either case as you will appreciate for the comprehensive
data
enumerated above there exists no basis to conclude that there is any
paucity of eligible students against the total available public or private
seats in Sindh. Hence, the number of students who have qualified

the

MDCAT cannot be the reason for seats to go vacant in the private colleges
in Sindh. The reasons are wholly different due to which last year seats in
private colleges were left vacant and I will seek to elaborate those below.
4. You have also observed in your letter that if seats in private colleges in
Sindh are left vacant due to students electing to obtain admission on
available seats it will cause a shortage of doctors in Sindh in the coming
years. Based on historical data available and knowledge of the profession
of medicine which we both share, the college from which a doctor
qualifies and where the doctor practices medicine cannot be connected in
such a general manner. There are hundreds of doctors who qualified from
other parts of Pakistan and yet are practicing in Sindh and vice versa.
Doctors are professionals who have the inherent right to practice
anywhere in Pakistan and they cannot be, like any other citizen or
professional in Pakistan, to be forced to earn a livelihood in a specified
area. I am certain that you are not suggesting to extend the restriction of
domicile imposed last for admission to private colleges to doctors in terms
of their practice of medicine.
The shortage of doctors exists all over Pakistan and that is due the limited
number of available teaching hospitals and the large number of medical
and dental graduates in the last decade electing not to practice after
obtaining their basic qualification. Both these areas need to be addressed
at a national level and is one of the primary issues which the Council is
working on and we hope that all provincial governments and other
stakeholders across all political and territorial divides will work with the
Commission towards this common issue confronting
delivering quality healthcare to all citizens of Pakistan.

us in terms

of

In view of the above you will again appreciate the information provided to
you and reproduced in your letter is not accurate or comprehensive
whereas a more detailed consideration of the data leads to a very
different
conclusion and wholly different issues which need to be
addressed rather than reducing the merit for admission to medical or
dental colleges.
5. The Commission last year did an in depth analysis to understand why seats
were left vacant in colleges and specially the majority of such vacant seats
occurring in the private dental colleges in Sindh. We found two primary
reasons.
a) Firstly, the students were given a choice to decide whether to seek
admission to in medical or dental and not forced into programs

through a central induction system. Based on multiple interviews with
students
elected

and parents we found

that

a large number

not to go to dental programs as their

medical program and it
of the dental colleges
medical colleges and
admission in the private

of students

preference

was the

was further compounded by the fact that many
increased their fee to almost the same as
this further deterred students from taking
dental colleges.

b) The second issue which came to the forefront was that a large number
of high merit students belong to the middle and lower middle class.
They simply cannot afford the cost of private
were unable to accept admission even though
shoulders above others on merit. In the past
filled by students with lower merit who had

education and hence
they stood head and
this vacant space was
the ability to pay the

higher private college fees. This is a very serious and concerning issue
not only for us at the Council but I am sure the Sindh Government and
all Provincial Governments as I am certain we all share the common
view

that

the best and the brightest

should

be given an equal

opportunity purely on merit to pursue an education in one of the most
critical fields - medicine.
We all need to appreciate that private medical colleges are private business
with some operating on a not for profit basis but a large number run as for profit
businesses. As is the case with private for profit business they have to assess the market as
against the services they provide and determine at what value would their offered product
be acceptable to those who are eligible for admission. Lowering of merit is a demand
singularly of these private colleges who are in effect asking the Commission to assist them in
capturing paying students irrespective of merit and quality of students which itself places
the quality of tomorrow's doctors at risk. You will I am certain agree that no public entity
should or can be allowed to use its authority or power to assist private businesses making a
profit at the gravest risk of lowering the quality of health care professional.
The Council with a view to address this very issue of high merit students who
were unable to obtain admission to private colleges due to lack of financial capacity has
setup for the first time a National Medical Scholarship Fund. The Fund is currently funded by
the Council from fees received by the Commission. With almost Rs.400 million available in
the Fund the Commission is currently assessing thousands of applications from students
seeking scholarships and a large number of which includes students from Sindh. The intent
is to provide as much financial support as possible to such bright students who have secured
high merit to obtain admission to medical and dental programs. The provincial and federal
governments already do so through the public colleges and we believe it is time that this
extended to private education to further the primary objective of producing quality doctors
across Pakistan. The Council has also made it mandatory on private colleges to provide
scholarships equal to 5% of the fee received by them to further supplement this objective.
I am certain that you will share the vision that a student who has achieved
high merit irrespective of their financial background should be given all the support that can
be provided to allow them to obtain a medical or dental education if we are to ensure
quality doctors in the future. These students are a national asset and they need our unified
support if we all want to secure the future of our beloved country.

I would

in fact request you and the Sindh Government

on behalf of the

Council to support this initiative and participate in the National Medical Scholarship Fund
where funds donated by you will be used exclusively for students from Sindh or alternatively
consider scholarship programs for the high merit students in Sindh who are deprived for
admission to private medical colleges due to lack of financial means. It is our belief that
these are the students who will not only inshallah qualify as doctors and dentists with flying
colours but will be more inclined to not only enter the profession as practicing doctors and
dentists and in fact be more willing to serve the people of the province who funded their
education.
The Council has deliberated at length and given the utmost consideration to
your request. However, in view of the multiple considerations which I have sought to detail
herein, it is the considered view of the Council that there do not exist any reason to consider
lowering of the passing marks of MDCAT from the current 65% which was recommended
the National Academic Board and approved by the Council earlier. We will however,

by
be

following the admission process closely as it proceeds and if we find that there is are a large
number of seats left vacant after the closing of admissions in January 2022, we will certainly
revisit the issue in consultation with yourself.
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Pakistan Medical Commission
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PASSING PERCENTAGE
OF MDCAT FOR ADMISSION IN MBBS AND BDS IN
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEDICAL I DENTAL UNIVERSITIES
I COLLEGES OF

SINDR.
Dear Dr. Taqi Sahib, Assalam 0 Alaikwn,
1 hope this letter finds you in the best of health. I am writing to you to express my serious
003cem
over the entire process adopted for the MDCA T by Pakistan Medical Commission and the
situation that has emerged following the MDCA T.
It is an undeniable fact that the MDCA T was designed by the third-party testing service based
on the feaeral curriculum and was held on different dates for different candidates. It may be noted that
each province has its own board and its own curriculum, this has put students appearing from Sindh at a
disadvantage and clearly violated the right for equal opportunity for all. Furthemrore, last year the closing
percentage for MDCAT was set at 60 percent that resulted in the deficit of eligible candidates which left
492 seats in Sindh unfilled. While this year, the pass percentage set by the PMC has been increased to 65
percent. Of the 68,680 students who appeared in MDCAT from Sindh, a total of 7, 7971Jassed the test
against 5,490 seats and it is feared that most of seats in Private Medical and Dental Colleges will not be
filled resulting in shortage of doctors in Sindh in coming years.
Foregoing the situation; the undersigned held meetings with the Vice Chancellors of Public
Medical I Dental Universities and the representatives of Pakistan Association of Private Medical & Dental
0nstitutions
(Sindh Chapter) on 18.10.2021 and 02-11.2021 wherein it was decided with consensus that
in order to fill in total seats of Public and Private Medical and Dental Universities I Colleges of Sindh,
the passing percentage of MDCAT should be slashed to 50% from 65%. It was decided to submit such
proposal to the President Pakistan Medical Commission for necessary action at their end. In this regard,
a committee representing Government ofSindh and PAMI (Sindh Chapter) will approach your good self
in person to discuss the proposal in detail and reach a consensus in the matter.
I urge you to look into the matter and consider our proposal in the best interest of Sindh
Province.

(DR. AZRA FAZAL PECHUHO)
Minister
Dr. Arshad Taqi,
President,
Pakistan Medical Commission,
Islamabad.
3rd floor, Ncw Smdh Secretariat Ullllding No. I, Kamal !\lla Turk IZoad, KarachI.

